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Date: 


Newton South High School Mission Statement
Newton South High School, a community of students, parents, faculty, and staff
(1) Is dedicated to equality and opportunity for all; (2) Expects integrity; responsibility; and respect for self, others, and the environment; (3) Creates a climate of safety and kindness; (4) Encourages communication and personal connections; (5) Nurtures curiosity, creativity, and a passion for learning; (6) Fosters self-confidence and success for all learners.
E-Block meets Monday, Tuesday (long block), Wednesday, and Thursday
First semester, we will be taking first lunch on Tuesdays. That means you should be in the room at 11:40.

Assignment Schedule:  Monday, 12.21.15 – Tuesday, 01.05.2016 

1.
For Monday, 12.21 – Shadow Days

DUE: Read Bragg wrap-up reading (classblog); respond to Orlean intro (Google folder)
CLASS: Profiles, Orlean
2.
For Tuesday, 12.22 (long block) – First Lunch – Shadow Days

DUE: Read “The American Man, Age 10” by Orlean; respond on classblog (see attached)
CLASS: Profiles, Orlean
3.
For Wednesday, 12.23 – Shadow Days

DUE: Read first graphs of each Orlean story; respond on classblog (see attached)
CLASS: Profile; Orlean; holiday story
At some point, you will need to type up your notes from the Shadow Day and a few interviews and have them in your Shared Google Drive folder. It’s better to do that when it is fresh in your mind, even if you have it recorded in some way.
1.
For Monday, 01.04.16 – Laptops 

DUE: Read “Show Dog” by Orlean; respond on classblog (see attached)
CLASS: Profiles; Orlean (we’ll use laptops for part of the time in class)
2.
For Tuesday, 01.05 (long block) – First Lunch - Laptops

DUE: Read “Meet the Shaggs” by Orlean – no written response. DON’T LOOK THEM UP!
CLASS: Profiles; Orlean (we’ll use laptops for part of the time in class)
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	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	WEEKEND

	12.21
	22


	23 

Feminism Day
	NO SCHOOL 24
December Recess


	NO SCHOOL 25

December Recess


	26/27 
December Recess

	NO SCHOOL 28

December Recess
	NO SCHOOL 29 December Recess
	NO SCHOOL 30

December Recess
	NO SCHOOL 31 

December Recess

	NO SCHOOL 1.1

December Recess
	2/3 

December Recess

	1.4
	5
	6
	7 

Junior Guidance Seminars in F4

	8

Spelling Bee in G
	9/10



	1.11 

SOS 9th in Wellness /Health
	12 

SOS 9th in Wellness /Health
	13 

SOS 9th in Wellness /Health
	14 

SOS 9th in Wellness /Health

	15 

SOS 9th in Wellness /Health
	16/17

	1.18

NO SCHOOL
MLK Day

	19
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20
	21
	End of Term 2 22
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23/24


Orlean Readings (most of them)
These are the readings that will have written responses. If you want to do them ahead of the night before and they aren’t yet posted on the classblog, type your answers in a google doc and just copy-and-paste when the time comes. 

“The American Man, Age Ten”   Read the opening story in The Bullfighter Checks Her Makeup. And respond to both of the following:
a) Choose a line from the story that you liked; type it word-for-word into a comment, give the page number, and explain why you chose it;

b) Write 200-300 words about the ending of the story -- what point does it emphasize? How has Orlean set up this line with what comes before? Does she earn the ending? (This can be in a separate comment or in the same one.)

Lead / First paragraph assignment   Read the first graph of each of the stories in The Bullfighter Checks Her Makeup. (This doesn't include "Short People," which isn't one story but a large group of very short profiles.) In a comment, respond to one of the following (~200 words):
a) What do all of these (or most of them) have in common? What are the markers of an "Orlean lead?" You can go with the literal if you want, but you might have to think holistically. What I mean is, she might not use first person in the first sentence of each piece, but there might be a metaphorical first-person idea there. Please be specific, referring to a few lines in a few stories for examples.

b) If you've already started thinking about the lead to the profile you're writing, how are these leads instructive to you as models? What is Orlean doing that you hope to do with yours? What is a tendency of hers that you hope to avoid? The point of much of the reading in our class, as opposed to reading a novel or play in a 'regular' English class, is to focus on style in order, ultimately, to develop your own. How might Orlean's leads influence yours?

c) What lingering big questions do you have about profiles? Pose a few, and then explore how Orlean either clarifies or complicates the issue for you.

You are also welcome to respond to what some of your classmates have already written. As always, with any option you choose, please be specific and thorough.

“Show Dog”   After reading "Show Dog," answer this question in just a few sentences: If you were the Truesdales, how would you feel about the profile? Would you think Orlean is making fun of you? Why/why not?
“Maui Surfer Girls”   What choices does Orlean make in the last 2-3 paragraphs to reveal what she wants to say about the Maui Surfer Girls? How is this connected to something she wrote earlier in the piece?
Tiffany   In what ways is the image of the Disney castle symoblic? How does it reveal the overall theme of the piece?
“Seriously Silly”   How would you describe Orlean's attitude toward Silly Billy? How does her diction in the opening paragraph reveal that attitude?

“La Matadora Revisa su Maquillaje (The Bullfighter Checks Her Makeup)”   This seems like one of the hardest pieces for Orlean to report; she just didn't have access to the subject in the way she did for others. How does she try to solve that problem in the piece? In your view, is she ultimately successful?
