English 211 – 9th ACP

Name: 





kaplana@newton.k12.ma.us

mrkaplanenglish.weebly.com


Date: 


Personal Essay: The Other Wes Moore and Success

Ideas and Graphic Organizer

Each of you looked up the definition of “personal essay.” There was a little variation, so here’s some clarification:

A personal essay is “… a story with a point, usually in the short form, but not always. The writer relates a personal experience that in itself does not necessarily matter beyond its private interest to the writer and then makes it matter to the reader, the stranger, by couching it in a greater context, so that the story becomes a demonstration of a larger truth.”
Gerard, Philip. "Chapter Eight - Putting Yourself On The Line: Autobiography, Memoir, And Personal Essay." Creative Nonfiction: Researching and Crafting Stories of Real Life. Cincinnati, OH: Story, 1996. 137. Print.

The point here is 
























Personal Essay Graphic Organizer (one way)
	Section #1

Paragraph

	Introduction – Attention-getter – Restate the question            (What’s the question?)
Thesis Statement: States the subject of the essay and gives each of the key points you will use in the body paragraphs





































In the essay, indent when changing paragraphs. DON’T SKIP EXTRA LINES BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS.
	Section #2

Paragraph
Definition + specifics
	Topic Sentence = Subject + Key point

(attribution/citation)
	Quotations – Examples – Details – Facts

Concluding Sentence 





In the essay, indent when changing paragraphs. DON’T SKIP EXTRA LINES BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS.
	Section #3

This can be multiple paragraphs. 

The Story
	This can be multiple paragraphs. 
Chronology

Backstory?

Details

(and then… and then… and then)

Resolution
	Quotations – Details – Facts








































































In the essay, indent when changing paragraphs. DON’T SKIP EXTRA LINES BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS.
	Section #4

Reflection / So what?

What do you think of this now? How do your ideas come together?
	Conclusion – Reflection or Comment – what do you think now? – Restate thesis in a new way




















































Additional space for ideas and notes:

