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Personal Essay: The Other Wes Moore and Success
	Assignment: In a well-organized and well-written multiple-paragraph essay, between 350 and 450 words, write about a success you’ve had, and then reflect upon it. In the essay, you should address what you think success is and what contributed to your success. Specifically, you should examine both what was in your control and what was not.
(If you prefer, you could write an essay in which you discuss a failure instead. You should see Mr. K before choosing this option.)

The essay should be

 a) developed fully,

 b) organized well,

 c) clean mechanically, 

 d) formatted properly, and

 e) uploaded to TurnItIn.com by 10:45am on Thursday, October 1st.




Take a few notes here on what questions you have:

Save this space for when we answer those questions in class or for other notes:

There’s more on the back.
	
	Just Beginning
	Approaching Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Exceeds Expectations

	Ideas/Content
	
	
	
	

	Essay contains clear, valid, arguable, and well-developed thesis


	
	
	
	

	Organization
	
	
	
	

	Introduction has an arguable and clearly-expressed thesis


	
	
	
	

	Writer uses meaningful transition words to guide the reader through the writer’s thinking


	
	
	
	

	Writer uses 2-3 logical and convincing reasons for opinion, and each reason is supported with details, examples, and/or analogies.


	
	
	
	

	Conclusion refers to but does not restate the topic sentence, and the paragraph ends with an insightful “so what?” It answers why what you’re saying is relevant to the texts and question.


	
	
	
	

	Essay is unified and maintains a single focus throughout.


	
	
	
	

	Mechanics – Grammar, spelling, etc.
	
	
	
	

	Punctuates sentences and phrases correctly


	
	
	
	

	Essay shows evidence of proofreading 


	
	
	
	

	Formatting
	
	
	
	

	Essay is presented in correct MLA formatting style (typed, double-spaced, with heading, title, student name, etc.)


	
	
	
	


Look at the rubric. What is different here than what you’ve seen from writing teachers in the past?

What is the same as other rubrics you’ve seen?

What don’t you understand?

