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OMM: Pre-Reading Classwork

Getting ready to read the novel

I.  COVER INFORMATION
Look over the various covers below.
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List a few things these covers have in common:

What are a few things that only seem to be in one or two of the covers?

II.
THE QUALITIES OF A FRIEND

(from various sources)

Everyone looks for certain qualities in a friend. Below is a list of qualities you might look for. Rank the qualities in the order of their importance to you.  Place a number 1 by the most important quality, 2 by the next important, all the way to 7, which is the least important.  

You may have similar responses for Column A and B, but then, if you think deeply about it, some of them might be different.  For instance, your ideal friend might be trustworthy above all, but when you think about your best friend, it may really be companionship that makes you so close.  Also, as a friend yourself, you may give different things to your friend than he or she gives to you.

A.  Qualities of an ideal friend:


 Trustworthiness


 Loyalty


 Understanding


 Popularity


 Similar interests


 Companionship


 Money and influence

B.  Qualities of your best friend:


 Trustworthiness


 Loyalty


 Understanding


 Popularity


 Similar interests


 Companionship


 Money and influence

C.  Pretend your best friend is ranking these qualities about you. How will s/he rank you as a friend?


 Trustworthiness


 Loyalty


 Understanding


 Popularity


 Similar interests


 Companionship


 Money and influence

D. The most important thing a good friend could ever do for me would be… (state what and why) 
III.  HOPES AND DREAMS
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The Great Depression took place in the 1930’s and was a time when millions of Americans (and people all over the world) were out of work and out of hope.  Also during this time, a series of damaging storms, known as the Dust Bowl affected the Great Plains region (Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas) and destroyed many farms.  Thousands of people, like this mother, left their homes to find work.  Many ended up in California, perhaps like the main characters in Of Mice and Men.

This photograph, by Dorothea Lange, is called “Migrant Mother” and is among the most famous photographs taken during the Great Depression.
1. Write a list of at least five adjectives that describe the woman in the photograph.

2. What do you imagine are the mother’s hopes and dreams at the moment the picture was take?  
(What is she thinking about?) 
IV.
THE TITLE

To a Mouse, On Turning Her Up in Her Nest with the Plow

By Robert Burns

November, 1785

But, Mousie, thou art not alone

In proving foresight may be vain;

The best laid schemes o’ mice and men

Oft go astray
An’ leave us nought but grief and pain

For promis’d joy.

But thou art blest, compared wi’ me.

The present only toucheth thee;

But och!  I backward cast my eye

On prospects drear!

An’  forward, though I canna see,

I guess an’ fear!
Words to look up:

 (checklist)


 foresight


 vain


 schemes


 astray


 nought (naught)


 prospects


 drear (dreary)

What can we take away from this poem to help us understand a novel that takes its name from it? 
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