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OMM: Essay Prompts and Requirements

Length: 750-1000 words

Assignment Options:

PERSUASIVE ESSAY.  Defend or oppose George’s decision at the end of Of Mice and Men to kill his companion Lennie.  Be sure to concede or recognize within your essay the opposing arguments that likely would challenge the ones you present. (You’re still analyzing the text, but you are doing it to take a position on a central question.)
CHARACTERIZATION.  Discuss Steinbeck’s use of characterization techniques for any of the significant characters in the novel—either one particular character or two or three in comparison.  Which means of characterizing—through the character’s appearance, thoughts, actions, words, or the words of others—does Steinbeck seem to rely on more heavily?  Or is the balance of these means worth exploring? Be sure to concede or recognize within your essay the opposing arguments that likely would challenge the ones you present.
CONFLICT.  Discuss what you see as the major conflict of the novel, likely either individual vs. himself or individual vs. society, and explain your reasoning.
THEME.  Dreams, loneliness, companionship, moral behavior (crimes of convenience or conscience).  Choose one central theme of the novel and discuss what Steinbeck seems to be saying about it through the way the characters behave and the story unfolds.

SIGNIFICANT QUOTATION.  Choose any quotation or passage that you believe to be central to the novel and defend your reasoning.

CHOOSE YOUR OWN. Develop an argument or analysis of some significant aspect of the novel and support that position with the text. 
TOPIC DEVELOPMENT 


Content

1. appropriate to the topic—the essay explores a meaningful element of the work

2. sophistication, consequence—reveals a fresh, unique look; subtle organization and expression

3. fullness—fully  and thoughtfully explained, not rushed or skimpy 
4. details—clearly support the thesis

5. quotations—appropriately and effectively used for support

PARAGRAPH ORGANIZATION 
 

Introductory and Concluding Paragraphs

[title--interesting and/or descriptive; provocative; includes the work’s title in addition to an indication of the thesis]

1. hook/lead—interesting, provocative, stylish phrasing

2. thesis—a clear thesis is presented

3. roadmap—contains clear references (a roadmap) to the points covered in order to defend the thesis

Body Paragraphs
1. topic sentence—the topic sentence clearly identifies the important point or points to be made

2. supportive details—clear and relevant support is presented

3. transition words--the writer guides the reader with transition words (first, next, then, also, etc...); the paragraph progresses logically

4. concluding sentence ("clincher")--wraps up the paragraph in a satisfying way; may serve as a transition to the following paragraph

5. UNITY--maintains a singular focus throughout.  Every supporting sentence serves (advances) the topic sentence.
STYLE 

1. word choice / vocabulary—clear, exact, rich language; powerful verbs, strong adjectives
 
include THREE vocabulary words  coming from stems we’ve covered this year, IN BOLD.
2. sentence variety--a rich, sophisticated balance of sentence types (simple, compound, complex) and sentence lengths; unique phrasing
 
Each body paragraph must contain at least one COMPLEX or COMPOUND-COMPLEX sentence, UNDERLINED.
3. voice—a unique tone of the writer; enthusiastic, expressive, sincere
WRITING CONVENTIONS 

Mechanics
1. quotations—correctly cited

2. spelling--words are properly spelled

3. capitalization--words in need of capitalization are capitalized

4. punctuation--sentences are properly punctuated

5. usage--words are used properly, e.g., subject/verb agreement, pronoun reference

6. sentence completeness--sentences are complete--no run-ons or fragments

Format

course guidelines are followed--double spacing; readable, 12-pt. conventional font; 1-1.25 in. margins; proper heading; contains writing process components (pre-writing, thesis statements, first draft, final draft)
For Wednesday, you should have a document in your Shared Google folder that has

a) your choice of assignment option

b) your thesis statement about that option

c) four separate scenes (with accompanying page numbers) that you think you will use in the essay
NOTE: This is the minimum; you can get ahead on the draft. 
In class on Wednesday, we will meet in the Goldrick Computer Lab. Each of you will get the chance to meet with me one-on-one about your essay. The rest of you will be working on the next step of your essay.
For Thursday, you should have at least an outline of your essay in a new document in your Shared Google folder. This outline should have
a) Easy to follow notes for an introductory paragraph, including a thesis statement

b) Easy to follow notes for at least two body paragraphs, including the quotations you will use in each

c) Easy to follow notes for a conclusion paragraph.

In class Thursday, you will be creating a Rough Draft by the end of the block. It will be submitted to TurnItIn.com, in your Shared Google folder, and in the hands of two peers who will be giving you feedback by Monday. 

