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The Odyssey: Homeric Similes

	Objective: To better understand Homeric similes (or epic similes) by creating one.


We’ve read - Book IX: “New Coasts and Poseidon’s Son,” Book X: “The Grace of the Witch,” Book XII: “Sea Perils and Defeat,” and Book XVI: “Father and Son.” 
Tuesday, we started by struggling to define a Homeric simile (despite having multiple homework questions about it) and to understand some basic plot points of “Father and Son.” We stopped, looked at some definitions and examples of the Homeric simile, and adjusted the homework to a) re-read the summaries books XIII – XV, b) re-read “Father and Son,” and c) complete/repair answers to the reading questions.

Today, we’ll see if we know now what we didn’t yesterday. (REPAIR!) First, look back at the definition it took 15 seconds in class to find yesterday:

	Homeric simile, also called an epic simile or extended simile, is a detailed comparison in the form of a simile that is many lines in length… The typical Homeric simile makes a comparison to some kind of event, in the form "like a ____ when it ______." The object of the comparison is usually something familiar to the audience, such as an animal or the weather. The Iliad, for instance, contains many such similes comparing fighting warriors to lions attacking wild boars or other prey... Often, they occur at a moment of high action or emotion, especially during a battle. They are also important, as it is through these similes that the narrator directly talks to the audience. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeric_simile)


Now, let’s break down some elements of the Homeric simile we reviewed yesterday:

	Passage
	Your notes

	

Then Skyllla made her strike,
Whisking six of my best men from the ship. 

I happened to glance aft at ship and oarsmen

And caught sight of their arms and legs, dangling

High overhead. Voices came down to me

In anguish, calling my name for the last time.

A man surfcasting on a point of rock

For bass or mackerel, whipping his long rod

To drop the sinker and the bait far out,

Will hook a fish and tip it from the surface

To dangle wriggling through the air;



So these
Were borne aloft in spasms toward the cliff.

(XII, 318-330)
	







Other Homeric similes you’ve read so far:

-- “as a shipwright turns a bar …./ So with our brand …  (Book IX)

-- “In a smithy… / just so that eyeball...” (IX)

-- “Sometimes in farmyards /…Just that way / my crew poured round me…” (X)

Classwork: Create your own Homeric simile

Topic: 9th grade

Imagine you have to explain what 9th grade has been like for you so far to someone who hasn’t been a 9th-grader for a while. 

Pick one specific aspect of your life now that you want to highlight. Then choose a general topic about which you think this person might understand. Choose from one of these three: nature, sports, or pop culture. Do some brainstorming of ideas, and then try to compose
· Begin two or three lines simply explaining the aspect you want to discuss; 

· relate the longer description of the familiar topic. Pick some specific element of that familiar topic, and give some vivid detail. This description should be at least four lines in length. Choose your words carefully so that you are in control of the comparison.

· shift with a linking word or phrase; and

· end with a line that reminds your audience what you were originally discussing clearly and concisely communicates your point in one line. 

While you are allowed to use modern language, this should be in verse. Remember, the epic verse is poetry that instructs and entertains.

Once you’ve written a draft, we’ll write it on some butcher paper to hang in the room.

When developing this handout, I was influenced by lessons create by Mr. Reinstein, Ms. Pellauer, and Ms. Anderton. Sometimes, I copied right from their handouts. That’s okay, though, because they knew I would do it, and I’m citing my sources right here. 

