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Pre-Reading WebQuest for The Odyssey
DIRECTIONS:  Go to my website - http://mrkaplanenglish.weebly - and click on “9th Grade English.” Then, click on the picture of a cover of The Odyssey (or leave the pointer over “9th Grade English” and scroll down to “The Odyssey.”)
1. In the Essential Questions, which of the three “primordial truths” present in The Odyssey (there are more, by the way) appeals to you the most.  Be ready to share your reasoning in class.

2. Now go to Greek Mythology.com (under “Background Greek Mythology) and click on “Olympian Gods.” You should see a list of the Olympians. How many are there?  


  What dwelling place (where they were supposed to have lived) are the Olympians named after?  






3. Click on Zeus, the god of the sky, and read the paragraph.  

What is Zeus’s weapon?  






And what bird is his symbol? 



 What tree?  




He is known as the god of 




 and 





4. Now, go back and go to Poseidon, brother of Zeus and the god of the 


. He is symbolized by the trident, which he is holding in the picture.  Draw a picture of a trident:

	


What animal did he create in order to impress Demeter?  





5. Now, go to the next god, Hades.  He is the god (lord) of the 




 and has a special helmet, which does what?  









6. For the next god, rather goddess, Hestia.  She is the goddess of the 




7. Moving on to Hera, who is Zeus’s 


 and 



 , and she is the goddess of 



 and 





 

Her sacred symbols (scroll down) are the 


 and the 




8. Now, go back to the class Odyssey page and click on another mythology site, The Olympians.  

Go to Ares (Aris), who is the son of 



 and 




 

He is the god of 



  What is his bird?  




 And what is his animal?  





9. Go to Athena, daughter of 



 and has no mother because she sprang 













10. Next god.  Apollo is the god of 




, 

who has a twin sister, 




  

Also, what does Apollo drive across the sky?  





11. Aphrodite, goddess of 


, 


, and 




12. Hermes is Zeus’s 




. 

What does he wear on his feet?  






.
13. Artemis is the 





 of the gods.  
14. Hephaestus is the only god to be 






.  

He is the god of 




 and the 



.  

His wife is 





Go back to the class Odyssey page and click on “Overview of The Odyssey.” (This should take you to a page on Mr. Reinstein’s page for which he has several slides from a PowerPoint.) Then answer the following questions:

15. Looking at the map of Odysseus’s journey.

· Where does Odysseus go directly after the Lotus Eaters?  















· Where is the one-eyed monster, the Cyclops, located?  





16. Define an Epic:  























17. Write down the three points about the Odyssey’s author, Homer.

18. The other great epic poem of Homer’s is the Illiad, which takes place before the Odyssey.  Write down the three points on this panel.  (By the way, Ulysses is the Roman name for Odysseus; they’re the same person.)

19. Draw your own picture of the Trojan Horse.
	


20. The Odyssey is the story of 




































21. Some characters:

· Penelope:  










· Telemachus:  










· Sirens:  










· Circe:  






















· Scylla:  






















· Charybdis:  





















· Hyperion:  










· Jove:  











· Eurylochus:  










