AP English Language

Name: 




kaplana@newton.k12.ma.us

mrkaplanenglish.weebly.com/

Date: 


Argumentation: Debate/Editorial/Op-ed Scenario #4: Grading

Stoel Jembridge, the principal of Newton South, recently issued the following press release. His proposal is slated to be discussed before the Newton School Committee in a few weeks. An edition of a South student newspaper will be published a few days before that meeting.

Dear NSHS Community, 

After a few years at the helm of Newton South High School, I have noticed several things: 

1) Our students are stressed. 

2) Our students care more about getting into college than they do about learning. 

3) Our students care more about earning high grades than they do about learning. 

4) Our students are often dishonest about the way they go about earning high grades. 

We esteem our high school highly because its graduates go on to prestigious colleges and earn laudable scores on standardized tests, but we are nonetheless failing in our more important missions: to foster a love of knowledge and learning and instill a respect for truth and honesty in our students. 

After much soul-searching, I have concluded that integral to many, if not all, of these problems is our grading system. Therefore, I propose the following: 

I would like the school committee to allocate $75,000, roughly the cost of one classroom teacher, so that the school can spend the next year devising a workable alternative to our current grading system. This alternative does not need to be created from scratch; there are several schools around the country that have taken steps away from the traditional A-F system, and we can use them as guides or models. 
Whatever we devise must meet the following criteria: 

· It must have as its goal fostering a love of learning rather than artificial achievement. 

· It must get rid of traditional A-F grades for all classrooms. 

· It must provide a workable way to report on our students’ abilities and progress to colleges and others outside the school system. 

Sincerely, 

Stoel Jembridge

Fictional Principal

Newton South High School

	For Thursday, your debate scenario is: you are the editorial board of a South student newspaper. What position will you take on this issue in an editorial coming out just before the School Committee considers Jembridge’s proposal?




	For Monday:
Writing Option A: Editorial - You are the editorial board of the student newspaper. You must write an editorial staking out a position on this issue to the student body and the larger community. 

Writing Option B: Op-Ed – You are a student at South, and you have something to say in the student newspaper about this issue to your peers and the larger community. 



Student Name: 





SCENARIO:  
GRADING
  








EDITORIAL or OP-ED

Argumentation Rubric

	Trait
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Ideas

· Clear argument

· Evidence


	Piece has a persuasive argument supported by thorough evidence and logical argument. Displays a nuanced and in-depth knowledge of the topic. 


	Piece has a clear argument supported by evidence and logical argument. Displays a solid knowledge of the topic.
	Main argument somewhat vague; may have some logical holes, not consider opposing views, or display an incomplete knowledge of the topic. 
	Argument difficult to ascertain; may have serious logical holes, completely ignore compelling opposing views, or have several misstatements of fact. 



	Organization

· Intro

· Body

· Conclusion


	Intro grabs reader’s attention and frames argument in a compelling way; points build logically on each other; conclusion sums up argument and ends in a memorable way. 


	Intro frames argument; points are clearly organized; conclusion sums up argument 
	Organization gets in the way of content in some places
	Organizational problems make piece hard to read

	Word Choice

· Clarity

· Precision
	Word choices are precise, vivid, and clear
	Word choices generally clear, could be more precise or vivid
	Some vague word choices; writing needs to be more precise, vivid


	Word choices often make meaning difficult to discern

	Voice

· Personality


	Piece establishes a compelling, appropriate voice and sticks to it. 
	Piece is clearly written without a strong voice
	Voice is somewhat inappropriate for the piece
 
	Voice is completely inappropriate for the piece

	Sentence Structure

· Variety

· Complexity
	Sentence choices are clear, varied, and complex
	Sentences are clear, with room for either more variety or complexity


	Sentences are in need of more complexity or variety 
	Sentences need both much more variety and much more complexity

	Mechanics

· Usage
	Few if any basic usage errors
	A few errors in basic usage
	Errors in usage get in reader’s way
	Errors in usage make meaning hard to discern




COMMENTS:
