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Argumentation: Debate/Editorial/Op-ed
Scenario #3: Honesty
Dear Newton South School Community, 

Recent events have convinced me that we have a problem: 

· The volume of cases of academic dishonesty has increased even during my short tenure at Newton South. 

· Several recent polls show that most South students have committed some act of academic dishonesty over the course of their high school careers, although most consider themselves honest people. National polls show similar statistics. 

· The Internet and the ready availability of information open up new creative ways to behave dishonestly seemingly every day. 

Certainly, the reasons behind this are clear – students today face unprecedented pressures for academic success. This problem is part and parcel of our well-documented stress problem. It is also not a problem that ever harsher penalties nor sterner lectures are going to solve. Therefore, I am proposing a multiyear, comprehensive program that I hope will help address the underlying problem and start to reorient our school culture toward honest, ethical behavior. 

A couple of caveats: 


- This is a proposal; we may differ in the specifics, and I trust and assume that the details should change and improve before we finally implement the plan


- This is not magic; adopting even these sensible ideas will not eradicate every last incidence of cheating, every downloaded paper, every copied homework assignment. 

But we have a responsibility to ensure the students gain not just knowledge from Newton South, but a firm inner guide on how to use that knowledge ethically. And we truly have no choice whether to engage in this debate – not engaging teaches the lessons that honesty and ethics are unimportant, a message none of us want to send. 

So I submit the attached proposal to South Senate, School Council, and Faculty Council. I would like each to consider it and suggest improvements before the end of the school year, with an eye toward adopting changes at the start of the 2015 - 2016 school year. 
Sincerely, 

Stoel Jembridge

Your Fictional Principal

A School-wide Proposal to Promote Academic Honesty

General Principles: 

· Students need to think and talk about academic honesty in their classes, with their teachers. These discussions need to be ongoing and in increasing depth. 

· Students need clear, consistent messages from the adults in the building about honesty: why it’s important, what it means, and what the consequences are for its lack. 

School-wide Commitments

·  Every year, in every class, each teacher hands out a cheating survey and asks students to a) brainstorm a list of possible ways to be dishonest in this particular class; and b) to discuss as a class exactly what constitutes cheating and what responsibilities students and the teacher have for preventing it. 

· The English and history departments make a commitment to ask all students to submit all papers to TurnItIn.com before (or in conjunction with) handing them in to their teachers. 

· The English and history departments devise a uniform plan to teach proper citation as part of the freshman curriculum and to reinforce it in subsequent years. 

· Teachers are responsible for explaining on each assignment whether group work is allowed, whether outside sources are allowed, and exactly what is permissible and what isn’t. 

· Cases of academic honesty are sent (with the consent of everyone involved) to a student-led “honor court” that discusses cases and metes out punishments. 

Commitments for each Grade Level

Freshman year- Class assembly devoted to academic honesty, at which: 

· Students see the school policy on plagiarism and cheating

· Students brainstorm a list of possible forms of academic dishonesty and are told which forms are always considered out of bounds and which are dependent on the teacher’s discretion

· Hear from NSHS students who were caught plagiarizing and are willing to talk about their experience

· Students hear how TurnItIn.com works and why we use it

Sophomore year - In two separate long advisories, students are presented with the results of a school-wide survey on academic dishonesty completed the previous spring. They are then asked to brainstorm a list of the reasons students cheat, as well as ways that the school could encourage more ethical behavior. 

Junior year - All interested students gather during j block for an hour-long panel discussion on this topic: How effectively does Newton South promote ethical and honest behavior, and is it the school’s job anyway? Panelists will include students and teachers. The discussion will be taped, and shown to all juniors during a class period at some point in the year, with a follow-up discussion the next day. 

Senior year - All seniors see a short video about academic honesty on college campuses during one long advisory, then a discussion about it during the following long advisory. How do the consequences of academic dishonesty differ between high school and college? How well has South prepared students to behave honestly and ethically at college and in the rest of their lives? 

=========
For the debate on Thursday, you are debating the proposal in the scenario. For the editorial/op-ed due Monday, you will be responding to the scenario, writing for a specific publication, but you shouldn’t explicitly reference class discussions. In other words, you can use what you learned from the discussion, but you will be writing as if it didn’t happen. (So, no references to “in our class discussion….” or “during our debate…” or “many have argued…”)
For Monday, 02.29.16, write a journalistic argument in reaction to the proposal. Decide whether or not you are writing an editorial or an op-ed; that should affect the tone and the voice of the piece. Either way, you will be writing for the Newton TAB. While you don’t need to try to mimic what you think the politics of that publication are, you should consider who they are in terms of what might be their perspective, what position they occupy in the community, and what their relationship is with their readers. 
