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Culture Essay: Proposal Worksheet
You’ve done some free-writing and reading. Now it’s time to take a first shot at proposing your Culture Essay. Work through these questions, and type up your responses for Monday. You are not writing this in blood. I just want to get an idea of what you’re thinking so far. We’ll talk about this more during the week.

I. TOPIC & LENS

The abstraction / general idea in American culture you hope to write about (your TOPIC): NOTE - Try to give me a real sense of how you are thinking about this. Give more information than simply a word. For example, “family” tells me something but not nearly as much as “the progression of mother-daughter relationships.”
The specific cultural phenomenon or event through which you will view this topic (your LENS): NOTE: Be as specific as possible, naming names, dates, places, etc. For example, choosing a plotline a character follows on a TV show is much better than simply naming the show. “Keeping Up with the Kardashians” is something, but “Kim’s relationship with Kris, and how they talk about North” is much better.)
II. QUESTIONS, big and small
What are some of the driving questions you are starting with? What ideas are you trying to explore? What questions do you hope this essay will answer? If you already have a theory or two, state them in question form. Try to list more than 3.

Given those bigger, driving questions, what smaller questions do you think you need to find answers/responses to? What are the little things you need to get a handle on? What history do you need to know/review in order to give this phenomenon context? What smaller but essential information do you need to gather? Be specific, and try to list more than 7.

III. SOURCES & CONTEXT (NOTE: You should have a minimum of 7 sources total, by the time you are producing your rough draft. For this Proposal, you should have 1 source for at least 3 of the 4 questions below, listed by name.)
What preliminary sources are about your TOPIC only? ("The Psychology Behind Mother-Daughter Relationships" that doesn't mention "Keeping Up with the Kardashians" or other TV portrayals.)
What is some of the historical context for your TOPIC? ("The Changes in the Value of Mother-Daughter Relationships Over Time.")
What preliminary sources about your LENS? ("How Kris Talks to Kim, and What That Tells Us About How Kim Will Raise North.")
What is some of the historical context for your LENS? ("Mother-Daughter Relationships on Sitcoms of the 60s and 70s.")
IV. WHAT NEXT?

What writing about your topic and/or lens could you look for to incorporate into your essay? What kinds of sources will you need to look for and then weave into your essay?

What problems do you foresee with this essay? 

Other comments/questions/concerns:

A few notes on research/context:
· Wikipedia or a Google search isn’t a bad place to begin thinking about your topic or lens. They are blunt instruments, though. Once you have a good idea of your driving questions, you’re better off looking at links to the footnotes for those Wikipedia entries and doing a targeted search for sources at a) http://www.eric.ed.gov/, b) http://scholar.google.com/, c) http://www.jstor.org/, and/or d) databases you can access through the NSHS library website. Do multiple searches with multiple combinations of terms, and find more resources than you could possibly use. That way, you can pick the best ones.
· You should have some sources that just deal with your topic. An academic or critic doesn't have to reference Rebecca Black specifically to discuss some big idea concerning the "Friday" kerfuffle, such as why we are drawn to something we like to characterize as bad. As a cultural critic, you will be the one making connections between ideas embedded in the topic and the details of your lens. 
· You should have a few hard news accounts of the event/moment that is your lens. It's okay to also have some gossipy commentary, especially if you are discussing how we reacted to certain events or the linking of one event to another, but this isn't a substitute for the blow-by-blow reporting of the events.
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