Note to AP Parent
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December 2, 2015
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

As part of our focus on feature writing and non-fiction storytelling during Term 2, we ask our students in AP English Language and Composition to write a Representative Profile. Each student will choose another person who has a job or hobby that is in some way representative of a larger group—for example, a local plumber trying to open his own business might be representative of the challenges of small business owners in general. 

Each student will need to identify someone who interests him/her, observe that person for about a half hour in two different contexts, conduct some research into the area the person is representative of, and then spend a full day shadowing the person. The ultimate product will be a 2,000-word profile that will be due in mid-January. 

Attached is more information about the assignment.
The daylong shadow will probably require your child to be absent from school for a day, ideally one of the last three days of school in December (12/21 -12/23). Depending on whom your son or daughter chooses to profile, the assignment may take them off campus for that day. This excused absence will be recorded as field trip for our class.
As such, we want to make sure you understand the parameters of the assignment and give your permission for your child to miss school on the day of the shadow. 





Sincerely, 





Sam Lee, Alex Kaplan, and Brian Baron



=====================================================
PLEASE DETACH, SIGN, AND RETURN BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2015 (or ASAP).

I give my permission for  







  to miss 





(name of student)

school on a date arranged with his/her profile subject (as well as all of my child’s teachers) to complete the shadow portion of the representative profile assignment.

(Signature)






(Relationship to student)

Letter if subject is a minor
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December 2, 2015
Dear Parent/Guardian,

For the last several years, as part of the AP English Language courses at Newton South, we have assigned a Profile to our students. You are receiving this letter because







 (our student) 

has chosen 





 to be the subject of this profile. 
Our student will engage in several activities to get to know your child; these include 
a) interviewing your child more than once, b) talking with people who know your child (such as teachers and parents), and c) shadowing your child for a day. (See the attached assignment for a more full picture.) The final written assignment is due in mid-January, and it will be published on the class blog toward the beginning of February. 

If you or your child feels uncomfortable about participating, he or she has no obligation whatsoever. Just let our student know as soon as you can, and she/he will find another subject. 

If you have any questions or concerns about this assignment, don’t hesitate to contact us. The best way to do this is via email. You can also call the English Department at (617) 559-6527. 
In order for our student to proceed, we need to receive written or email confirmation that you give permission. Please do so at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Sam Lee


Alex Kaplan


Brian Baron 
leesam@newton.k12.ma.us
kaplana@newton.k12.ma.us
baronb@newton.k12.ma.us

Letter if subject isn’t a minor
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December 2, 2015
To Whom It May Concern,

For the last several years, as part of the AP English Language courses at Newton South, we have assigned a Profile to our students. You are receiving this letter because







 (our student) 

has chosen you to be the subject of this profile. 
Our student will engage in several activities to get to know you; these include a) interviewing you more than once, b) talking with people who know you (such as peers, friends, and family members), and c) shadowing you for a day. (See the attached assignment for a more full picture.) The final written assignment is due in mid-January, and it will be published on the class blog toward the beginning of February.

If you feel uncomfortable about participating, feel free to decline. Just let our student know as soon as you can, and she/he will find another subject. 

If you have any questions or concerns about this assignment, don’t hesitate to contact us. The best way to do this is via email. You can also call the English Department at (617) 559-6527. 
In order for our student to proceed, we need to receive written / email confirmation that you are willing to be the subject of this Profile. Please do so at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Sam Lee


Alex Kaplan


Brian Baron 
leesam@newton.k12.ma.us
kaplana@newton.k12.ma.us
baronb@newton.k12.ma.us

AP English Language

Name: 






kaplana@newton.k12.ma.us

mrkaplanenglish.weebly.com


Date: 


Features: Representative Profile
Assignment & Tentative Schedule

This piece will be a personality profile of a person who is in some way typical of a larger group or social issue. So, one example might be profiles of six people who lived through the atomic bomb being dropped on Hiroshima as a way to illuminate the dangers of both war and nuclear weapons.  Another is a profile of a random 10-year-old as a way to illustrate what it’s like to grow up today. 

You can choose whomever you would like to profile, although it can’t be a family member, a close friend, or (unless you get permission from the student and parents ahead of time) a Newton South student. 

Profile subjects should: 

· Be representative of a larger group or issue. For example, a mother on welfare could be representative of the larger issue of poverty. 

· Be willing to let you observe them in two different contexts in December for at least an hour for each. 

· Be willing to allow you to spend a day shadowing them later in December (you will likely miss school for this assignment). 

The steps and tentative due dates (do the following by the date): 

Fri, 11.19.15 – Submit proposal of five subjects and broader groups/ideas, to Google folder

Fri, 12.04 – Decide upon subject, contact to confirm, and set up initial meetings

Fri, 12.11 – Observe and/or interview subject once, submit notes to Google folder

Mon-Wed, 12.21-23 – Shadow subject for a full day, submit notes to Google folder
Tue, 01.05.16 – Profile draft submitted to TurnItIn for feedback; Peer evaluation in class

Thur, 01.14 – Profile final submitted to TurnItIn

Other steps 

– Observe subject a second time in a different context for about an hour

– Research/interview sources who know about the broad topic 

– Interview people who know subject

– Follow-up interview with subject

This is a new way to approach this assignment that should be more accessible and ultimately more rewarding than the old freshman profile. It may feel daunting now, but I have every confidence that all of you are going to produce pieces that are worthy of being submitted to one of our student publications. 

Student Name: 





Representative Profile Rubric

	Trait
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Ideas

 - Angle

 - Details
	Profile sheds perceptive light on larger issue. 

Reporting is exceptionally thorough and detailed. Reader has a nuanced sense of the subject. 
	Profile sheds light on a larger issue. 

Reporting relates to the angle and gives the reader a clear sense of the subject of the profile.

 
	Unclear what the subject is representative of.

Reporting is incomplete or doesn’t fully support the angle.
	Angle is largely absent. Not sure what the profile is about. 

Large gaps in the reporting. 

	Organization

 - Lead

 - Body

 - Conclusion
	Organization adds to the 

content. 

Lead establishes main idea and grabs attention.

Body paragraphs build on each other. 

Conclusion gives the piece unity
	Clear, logical organization

Lead relates to angle. 

Body has clear order and logical transition. 

Ends in a logical place. 
	Organization gets in the way of content in some places.

Lead a bit flat or unrelated to angle. 

Body may lack transitions or some logic

Piece ends abruptly.
	Organizational problems make essay hard to read.

Lead confuses readers. 

Organization of body difficult to ascertain. 

Unclear why the pieces ends where it does.

	Word Choice

 - Clarity

 - Precision
	Word choices help develop the character of the profile. 
	Word choices clear and don’t get in the way of the content. 
	Some vague word choices; writing needs to be more precise, vivid
	Word choices often make meaning difficult to discern

	Voice

 - Personality

 - Appropriate

	Personality of writer is evident and effective in developing the character of the subject. 
	Personality of writers largely absent but does not get in the way of the reader.  
	Writer’s personality makes understanding the subject more difficult. 
	Writing problems make voice impossible to ascertain

	Sentence Structure

Variety

Complexity
	Sentence choices are clear, varied, and complex; syntax makes content more effective. 
	Sentences are clear; syntax does not get in reader’s way
	Sentences are in need of more complexity or variety 
	Sentences need both much more variety and much more complexity

	Mechanics

Citations

Usage
	Few if any basic usage errors
	A few errors in  basic usage
	Errors in usage get in reader’s way
	Errors in usage make meaning hard to discern


COMMENTS:

