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SAMPLE RUBRIC
	Trait
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Ideas

· Main idea
· Evidence
	Essay focuses on a complex main idea and supports it with specific, detailed evidence; shows the writer understands nuances/subtext of question asked or passage asked to write about


	Essay has a clear main idea that is supported with adequate evidence; shows writer understands main idea of question or passage
	Main idea may be overly broad; evidence may be lacking; or focus on main idea inconsistent. Writer may not totally understand question or passage
	Idea difficult to ascertain or woeful lack of evidence; writer misunderstands question or passage

	Organization

· Lead

· Body
· Conclusion
	Essay is organized in a way that adds to the content; intro establishes main idea and grabs attention; points in body build on each other; conclusion extends argument or explains its importance


	Clear, logical organization
	Organization gets in the way of content in some places
	Organizational problems make essay hard to read

	Word Choice

· Clarity

· Precision
	Word choices are precise, vivid, and clear


	Word choices generally clear, could be more precise or vivid
	Some vague word choices; writing needs to be more precise, vivid
	Word choices often make meaning difficult to discern

	Voice

· Personality


	Personality of writer is appropriate and evident from the essay
	Personality of writers shows up occasionally; mostly appropriate 


	No personality shows up or is inappropriate 
	Writing problems make voice impossible to ascertain

	Sentence Structure

· Variety

· Complexity
	Sentence choices are clear, varied, and complex


	Sentences are clear, with room for either more variety or complexity
	Sentences are in need of more complexity or variety 
	Sentences need both much more variety and much more complexity



	Mechanics

· Citations

· Usage
	Textual citations formatted correctly; few if any basic usage errors


	A few errors in textual citation or basic usage
	Errors in textual citation or usage get in reader’s way
	Errors in textual citation or usage make meaning hard to discern




COMMENTS:

