This hardcopy is for you to take some initial notes upon. You will need to submit your proposal on Monday to the shared Google Drive folder, so download it from the class website, type in your answers, delete the message here, then upload it to Google Drive. You’ll also need to have a hardcopy in the library classroom on Monday, 9/28, so print it out.  
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Summer Reading Essay Worksheet/Proposal/Plan
You are not writing this in blood. I just want to get an idea of what you’re thinking so far.

Reading category and why it interests you: 





































Books you read over the summer for this: 





































What are the driving questions you plan to explore in the essay? (Don’t write more than four.) : 













































How will material from each source interact with your driving questions? (support an answer, pose counter-questions, etc.) Be specific. Refer to the sources. Don’t be afraid to say you are ambivalent or don’t yet know, but explain why. 

What more specific questions do you already know you need to answer (how many people received unemployment benefits in 2012 vs. 2000, what’s the racial make-up of Newton South, what is the path to citizenship today vs. what it was when your grandparents came, etc.?)
How will material from each source interact with your driving questions? (support an answer, pose counter-questions, etc.) Be specific. Refer to the sources. Don’t be afraid to say you are ambivalent or don’t yet know, but explain why.

What current event reveals ideas that intersect with your ideas for this essay? What research do you need to do on this current event?

What personal experience do you have with your ideas for this essay? (The lack of experience with something is just as significant and telling as a plethora of experience. For instance, never having played soccer with an African American tells you something.) Anecdotes? Family stories?

What research have you already done? What have you looked up online or in the library? What people in your life have you contacted about this? What experts do you have access to?

Questions you might consider for the final essay and can start to address here:

· What underlying questions/theses from these sources are interesting to you?

· Where in your sources does there seem to be disagreement? How might you address that?

· What other ideas, independent from your sources, are you starting with? What are your assumptions

· Think of some stories – from a novel, movie, or play, or from some recent event – that relates to your topic. Choose one or two, and explain the relationship to your topic. (Is it a prime example? Is it counter-intuitive? Is it an anecdote pointing in a new direction?) 

· How does all this relate to the overall question: What does it mean to be American?

These are for the final essay, but you should probably address a few in your proposal (or at least begin to address them).

Frequently Asked Question - DUDE! What’s a “driving question?”

At the Association of Writers and Writing Programs (AWP) 2012 Annual Conference, Jeremiah Chamberlin chaired a panel entitled “From Question to Quest: Redefining Nonfiction in the Field, in the Classroom, and on the Page.” During his part of the discussion, Chamberlin emphasized that writing should be viewed as a kind of archeology, in that it should be used to uncover ideas rather than simply re-state what the writer knew before s/he began writing. The title of the panel refers to the idea that writing an essay should start with a driving question that the writer wants to answer. His ideas might be relevant to you in that Chamberlin is the Associate Director of the English Department Writing Program at the University of Michigan, which means he administers the writing program that every student entering Michigan must take in his/her first year. When asked (by me!) what first-year students are initially lacking as writers, his response was that, while students seem well-trained at gathering research, they are less at ease synthesizing information. When reading their essays, he asks them what question they are trying to answer, and they don’t often have a response. He tells them to not start with a thesis but with a big question, which then necessitates answering smaller questions and ultimately means arriving at a claim. Along the way, he tells them, use research, but, more importantly, tell stories. 


The Summer Reading is about “what does it means to be an American?” but how you approach it can take many forms. It is better that you start with a question or a series of questions you want to try to answer rather than a thesis you are trying to prove. The readings for this unit aren’t all exactly like the essay you are going to write, but they attempt to explore questions that ask about what meaning we can identify in the world. You are searching for something, and your driving questions guide your search.
