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Trend Story: Prompt
Also: rubric, basics, “concentric circles,” samples, brainstorm
Assignment: Report and write an original 800-1,200-word story that examines a trend - either within South, within Newton, or in some other narrowly defined population. (The key here is to keep it local so that you can easily interview people.)  

Narrow your trend enough that you can find information about it; broaden it enough that a general audience might find it potentially interesting. 

Reporting: The story should include 
a) quotations from several people who are directly involved in the trend;
b) at least one quotation from someone who is affected by the trend but not a practitioner; 

c) at least one expert observer who can speak to the local trend over time;
d) at least one expert non-observer who has little information about the local population but who can give a broader context of the trend; 
e) at least an attempt to quantify the trend locally (hard numbers are better, but expert observers noting the existence of the trend can do in a pinch);

f) at least an attempt to quantify the trend on a larger scale.
REPORTING NOTE: The divisions between the kinds of people who can give you insight aren’t hard and fast, and they sometimes overlap. For instance, a guidance counselor is both a local observer but not a participant in a trend amongst high-school students, as well as an expert in the study of adolescent behavior. That guidance counselor is a great resource, but you might also, as a good reporter, bring more insight by also interviewing someone who observes adolescents but doesn’t have broader expertise, such as a parent who doesn’t bring a academic background to bear. Having many resources can help you avoid relying too heavily on any one, a situation that helps you avoid having to come to the teacher and ask if one interviewee can satisfy more than one of the individuals mentioned above.

Audience – Choose what kind of publication you are imagining yourself writing for – it will determine what you need to focus on in your story (as is true of the audience for anything you write). You will be noting the name and type of publication on the page (of the proposal, the rough draft, the final draft), and you will be assessed in part on how you adhere to the approach of that publication. For instance, the Lion’s Roar and the TAB have overlapping audiences but slightly different ways of addressing them. 
Steps: 

Finding an idea 

Creating a reporting plan

Background reading

Background interviews

All interviewing completed 

Complete rough draft for evaluation

Final draft – Due at the end of Term I
Student Name: 





Title: 






 





Trend: 







Trend Story Rubric

	Trait
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Ideas

   Importance

   Accuracy
	Story shows consistently excellent judgment about what’s important and what’s not; everything is accurate


	Story mostly shows excellent judgment about what’s important and what’s not; everything is accurate
	1-2 instances of questionable news judgment; a fact error
	More questionable news judgment than sound; more than one fact error

	Organization

   Lead

   Body
	-- Lead is logically constructed; could be published as is

-- Body of story logically organized
	-- Lead is clear; with some editing, could be published

-- Body of story is clearly organized
	-- Lead a bit wordy or otherwise vague; would take substantial editing to be published

-- Body of story has 1-2 instances of illogical organization


	-- Lead misses the point

-- Body of story has substantial organizational problems

	Word Choice

   Clarity

   Precision
	Word choices are precise and clear
	Word choices generally clear, could be more precise


	Some vague word choices; writing needs to be more precise
	Word choices often make meaning difficult to discern

	Voice

   Objectivity


	Voice sounds like an objective newspaper reporter
	Voice is clear, and with minor editing could be published
	Some examples of bias in the voice; may take significant editing to achieve the quality needed for publishing


	Voice is not objective

	Sentence Structure

   Variety

   Complexity
	Sentence choices are clear, varied, and complex
	Sentences are clear, with room for either more variety or complexity


	Sentences are in need of more complexity or variety 
	Sentences need both much more variety and much more complexity

	Mechanics

   Quotations

   News style

   Basic usage
	Quotations formatted correctly; story has proper news style; few if any basic usage errors


	Some errors in style, quotations, or basic usage
	Errors in quotations, style, or usage get in reader’s way
	Errors in quotations, style, or usage make meaning hard to discern


COMMENTS: 

Trend Story: Some Story Basics
A trend story is a kind of feature story. While a feature story is a genre of journalistic writing that doesn’t have to be closely tied to the news, you should think of a trend story as a hybrid between news and features because it is both reporting on something happening in the world and also giving space to individual stories and larger ideas and concepts. A trend story doesn’t have as rigid a structure as some other forms of journalism. Unlike a hard news story, the most important information doesn’t necessarily come first with everything else then arranged in descending order of importance. There are some elements of a trend story, though, that are similar to a hard news story: 

· Paragraphs should still be short – perhaps not 1-2 sentences, but still short and to the point. 
· Always written in third person, never first or second. 

· The writer’s opinion is not in the story. The job here is to convey information, not the writer’s personal views. If an opinion is in the story, it must be accurately attributed to someone else. 

What’s a trend?

A frequently asked question about trend stories has to do with the difference between a trend and a fad. Sometimes in our daily conversations, these words are used interchangeably, but it will be important for this assignment to understand the difference. The following definitions from dictionary.com can be helpful:
	Trend - noun 
	Fad - noun 

	1. the general course or prevailing tendency; drift - the trend of events.
	a temporary fashion, notion, manner of conduct, etc., especially one followed enthusiastically by a group.


A trend can be measured over a longer length of time. Some trends initially look like fads or anomalies, but, over time, they prove to be the way things are going. A trend can be that something is happening more and more or less and less. It can also mean that, though other elements around it are changing over time, one thing is unchanged. 
Some other terms we’ll use with trend stories:

nut, or nut graph – the graph that explains what the story about. It’s a concise statement of the main idea, one or two sentences in length. It is similar to a lead in a hard news story, but, in a trend story, it rarely is the first sentence or paragraph.

angle - the emphasis or approach of the story. Sometimes called the slant, it can involve looking a key player or moment in a larger event, the latest development in an ongoing narrative, or a new perspective on a well-known story.

anecdotal lead – the beginning of an individual narrative that exemplifies the angle of the trend story. The idea is to begin with an image or person integral to the trend, then travel up to the top of the Ladder of Abstraction for a nut that explains the angle of the story.

Concentric Circles of Trend Reporting







Background





reading up on the topic, gathering info



that you might not quote but will be important for



you to know to understand what you are writing about






Informational





discussion of the trend without being 





a part of it or being a first-hand observer 





of the players your interview. Experts, 





academics, experienced people in the field





      Essential






the central players in 






the trend, the first-hand






observers, the point of 






views you absolutely need





`
to have in order to gain






access to what it is really






all about
 Info sheet a non-South teacher handed out at a high-school journalism conference 

WRITING A TREND STORY

A trend story describes a series of events and traces them to a common cause or causes.

The key to reporting and writing a trend story is understanding the cause-and-effect relationships in the subject area, and being able to describe them clearly for readers.  Most trend stories focus on one link in an extensive chain of cause and effect. Asking yourself a series of questions can help focus the story:

1. Where does the story lie?  Is it the trend?  The causes of the trend?  Or the consequences of the trend?
Regardless of where you choose to focus the story, you must keep the readers aware of where this trend lies in the chain of cause and effect.  In short, tell them what is causing the trend and make sure they are aware of what the possible implications might be.

2. Do you have specific examples that demonstrate how and why this trend is occurring?  
Generally, there are two ways to handle such examples:  through focusing intensely on one person or situation that illustrates the situation, or through a broad-brush sampling of many individual cases.  A general rule:  The best material comes from those with the closest exposure to the trend, so bring the camera as close as possible to the front lines.
3. Do you have an expert or experts to give an overview of the subject area?  
Besides individuals directly affected by or involved with the subject, you will need to interview someone with an overview, a neutral expert who is knowledgeable about the subject.

===============================================================

Trend Story Checklist from a previous year
Your rough draft is due Tuesday (tomorrow). That means

 - submitted to TurnItIn.com by class time.

 - two hard copies printed and in the classroom for your peers

 - codenames on these drafts

If you need to have some part of it that is a placeholder, then do that, but make it clear. For example, several paragraphs in, you write 

(Interview with Mr. Catrambone, NSHS Prevention/Intervention Counselor, scheduled for Wednesday. Plan to ask him at least the following three questions: ) 

or 

(I have a phone call set up for Tuesday with Professor Joan Smith at UMass-Dartmouth, author Tales of a Tobacco-Chewing Cheerleader, to ask her about this trend. I plan to ask her these questions: …”)

Trend Story Rough Draft Checklist

	Content – Reporting

	
	Contains at least one interview with some kind of expert

	
	Contains interviews with at least two participants in the trend

	
	Contains some attempt to quantify the trend

	
	Contains some initial evidence of multiple approaches to trend – counterargument/disagreement about causes/consequences, connections between local and national trends, different kinds of participants/bystanders/observers/experts

	Organization

	
	Contains a clear, compelling nut graph

	
	Anecdotal lead draws readers in

	
	Anecdotal lead connects with nut graph, brings ends of the Ladder of Abstraction together

	
	Paragraphs between 1 and 3 sentences long

	Voice

	
	Objective voice – no opinion from the writer

	Mechanics/Format

	
	Quotations formatted, punctuated correctly

	
	Story is 800-1,200 words long


Resources you should look at:

- https://www.diigo.com/user/mrkaplan/trendstory

- http://www.collegemediamatters.com/2013/11/15/1-million-story-ideas-for-student-journalists/

- https://www.diigo.com/user/mrkaplan/anti-trend

- http://gawker.com/5467798/how-to-destroy-a-perfectly-good-fake-trend-story

Some things to think about when reading published trend stories:

· Pay particular attention to sources - how many are the pros using, what kind of variety do they have, etc. How does the pattern you see in those stories compare to what you see in your own piece?

· Take a look at the way they use quotations, and see if you can spot some norms of newspaper style. 

· Note if they use someone in an anecdote to start the story. It's conventional to include him or her elsewhere in the story as well. A good story doesn’t doesn't just drop someone in the lead and forget about her. 

Below are some examples of trend stories; they're not all great ones, per se, but they all follow the basic anecdote/nut graph format that can be a good model for the your trend stories. (This approach to trend stories is sometimes called the Wall St. Journal format, as they raised it to an art form of sorts.)

Sample #1

These Days, It’s Back to School, Then Shopping
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J. Emilio Flores for The New York Times

A Hot Topic store in Los Angeles. The retailer says back-to-school shopping picks up after school starts.

By Stephanie Clifford

August 26, 2012

www.nytimes.com/2012/08/27/business/economy/later-back-to-school-shopping-changes-retailers-plans.html

Samantha Paradise is starting eighth grade in Manhattan next week, but she won’t be decked out in all new gear on the first day.

At 13, Samantha doesn’t want to be stuck with untrendy items, so she will wait to see if the Superga sneakers that were cool at summer camp are still in fashion, and whether her classmates choose JanSport backpacks or revive the Longchamp and LeSportsac bags from last year. “I don’t want to be the only one wearing a different kind of backpack,” she said.

In a shift that is upending retailers’ plans, many children, teenagers and their parents are delaying their school purchases. A desire to get the trends right accounts for some of the hesitation. But retailers and analysts say the sluggish economy and unusually hot weather have also made for a surprisingly slow start to the back-to-school spending season, one that was expected to be the strongest since before the recession.

If people do not go to stores once schools start, it will be bad news for an economy heavily dependent on consumer spending to stay afloat. And the postponed spending is complicating how stores stock, promote and sell their back-to-school items, some of which have been on the shelves for almost two months.

Charles M. Holley Jr., chief financial officer of Wal-Mart, said stores were seeing customers “wait until school starts, and they don’t buy things until they absolutely have to.” Office Depot’s head of retail, Juan Guerrero, said many shoppers were even holding off on buying staples like pens and notebooks.

“People are waiting for deals to occur,” Mr. Guerrero said.

The consequences could be serious if sales do not rebound. The back-to-school season is the second-largest sales period for retailers, after the winter holiday period, and it offers a spate of new designs and a firm reason for shoppers to head to stores. Beyond the profits retailers make from back-to-school sales, what is popular and what is not provides an important barometer as they prepare for the holidays.

This month, when the National Retail Federation surveyed consumers with school-age children, less than 8 percent had completed their back-to-school shopping, the lowest figure in four years. More than a quarter of respondents said they had not done any shopping, and by that point, school had already started in cities from Georgia to Arizona.

J. C. Penney is trying to cope by adding styles that will go on the racks in early September. Adrienne Tennant, an analyst with Janney Capital Markets, said Abercrombie & Fitch, Old Navy and American Eagle Outfitters had extended sales to attract later shoppers. Looking to next year, the teenage store Hot Topic is rethinking its back-to-school timing.

“The post-back-to-school numbers are up, and the pre-back-to-school numbers are down a little bit,” said Lisa Harper, chief executive of Hot Topic. “Next year, we’ll probably delay.”

Liz Sweney, J. C. Penney’s chief merchant, said that while the back-to-school season had been slipping into late August and early September for a couple of years, the trend was more pronounced this year.

“A few weeks into school, a couple things happen,” she said. “Weather happens — it gets cooler — and kids obviously see what their friends are wearing, particularly for teens, and then they go back to the stores.”

J. C. Penney has been running a free-haircut promotion since the beginning of August to attract early shoppers, but it is also stocking up for later shoppers. Ms. Sweney said the retailer had ordered a wider selection of merchandise to arrive in early September than it did last year. And as the fall goes on, it will emphasize layering pieces, like hoodies and varsity-style jackets, that students can add to what they have already purchased.

But not all retailers have been as nimble.

John D. Morris, an analyst with BMO Capital Markets, said the too-early arrival of wintry gear at Abercrombie & Fitch was among the reasons the company performed poorly in the quarter that ended July 28, with sales at stores open for at least a year falling 10 percent.

“Abercrombie in July was flowing in heavier-weight goods — down vests when it’s 95 degrees out, sweaters, outerwear, jackets,” Mr. Morris said.

Ms. Tennant, the Janney analyst, said retailers that extended their August sales were most likely reacting to a slower start to August than they expected.

Later school start dates are one possible explanation. Mr. Guerrero of Office Depot and Ms. Harper of Hot Topic said that a number of school districts near where they had stores were starting later this year than last.

But students may also be waiting to shop this year in part because trends are so definite that there is little room for error, Ms. Tennant said. (No one wants to show up in high-top sneakers and a chartreuse sweatshirt on the first day of school when everyone else has left the ’80s trend behind.)

Older students, especially, seem to be waiting until after Labor Day, most likely so they can see what their friends are wearing, said Cathy Beaudoin, president of fashion for Amazon.

Ms. Tennant and Mr. Morris said colored jeans (which became ubiquitous in the spring but are still selling well), printed denim, pleated skirts and dots and floral patterns were currently popular among teenagers.

“Especially when you have a momentous change in fashion,” Ms. Tennant said, “with young girls, when you’re going into a big trend season, the early adopters will certainly be there, but the fashion followers will buy some stuff to start themselves off with, but go back to school and make sure they got the right color, the right fit and the right trend.”

Samantha Paradise, the Manhattan eighth grader, said that while she liked a lot of the trends she had seen in magazines and online, that was not enough to get her into stores before classes started.

“I’m looking to wait,” she said.

=============================

Sample #2

More parents say they want to pitch in at their kids’ school. So why does volunteering feel so stressful?
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By Beth Teitell, October 15, 2009, Boston Globe
www.boston.com/lifestyle/family/articles/2009/10/15/why_are_parents_so_stressed_about_volunteering_at_their_kids_schools/

With the academic year well underway, most kids have shed their back-to-school jitters. Now it’s time for another group to start stressing: the parents. The source of their anxiety? Volunteering at school. As schools cut budgets, many parents say they’re feeling pressure - often self-inflicted - to pitch in more at school, even if coordinating the spring carnival or helping out at the holiday fair sounds, well, torturous.

“The worst is the class trip,’’ said Meredith Bryan, a mother of two in Charlestown, and the owner of a local ice cream shop. “You can’t be texting or checking your BlackBerry while you’re in charge of 25 kids.’’

And yet Bryan, like many parents, thinks she should volunteer and wishes she felt more enthusiastic about it. “I want to want to,’’ she said. “It would make me a better person.’’

Her feelings about the value of volunteering are in line with a back-to-school survey by Harris Interactive and GreatSchools, a national independent education nonprofit organization. The August survey found that because of the rough economy, 64 percent of parents believe it is more important for them to volunteer at school now than before. And more than half - 53 percent - said they plan to volunteer at their children’s schools this year, an increase of 20 percent from last year.

But good intentions are one thing. Spending hours manning a booth at the Halloween fair is another. As parents’ inboxes fill with volunteer solicitations and those daunting sign-up sheets hang on classroom doors, many parents report volunteer-related angst. Among the worries, taking on too much and doing a lousy job - or taking on too little and becoming the object of gossip. Some working parents face additional stress: they want to volunteer, but in this economy can’t get - or are afraid to take - time off from work, and their schedules are already so packed that putting in time in the evenings is just too exhausting.

It’s the fear of being seen as a slacker that worries Leah Klein, a mother of two in Cambridge. She happily volunteers at school. But as a stay-at-home mother, she frets that some working moms think it’s her responsibility to do even more than she already does.

“It’s probably just a perception I put on myself,’’ Klein admits.

Perhaps, but the uneasiness over volunteering makes one thing clear: Wanting to be part of the “in crowd’’ doesn’t end when you graduate from high school.

Consider the qualms of Suzanne Rutstein, a mother and part-time event planner from Concord. Her fourth grader just started a new school, and while she’d like to observe the volunteer scene before jumping in, she worries she’ll get a bad reputation if she doesn’t sign up quickly.

“Do they write you off?’’ she asked rhetorically. “I doubt it. But part of me is concerned that if I don’t get involved now, I’ll be left out and my son’s experience will be less.’’

It’s no wonder one mother in Brookline uses the word “pain’’ to discuss something as benign as chaperoning a field trip to an apple orchard. “Of course I volunteer and of course I feel guilty that I don’t do it enough, and of course I’m resentful that there’s always someone who’s doing more.’’

The woman, who asked not to be identified, sort of wishes she were one of “them’’ - the uber volunteers - but can’t bring herself to do more. And yet, how appealing it would be.

“They call the principal by his first name and they know the teachers, and they have the inside scoop,’’ she said. “They make me feel so inadequate.’’

If you ask people - on the record - why they volunteer, you’ll hear all the high-minded reasons. They want to make their children’s school a better place, be closer to their kids, do their part and strengthen the community. Then there’s the reason that dare not speak its name: competition with other parents.

Mary Hickey, deputy editor of Parents magazine, says the quest to be a super school volunteer is “one more area where moms like to compete against each other.’’ But, she added, “it’s not even that overt. It’s more of a subtle thing.’’ As in: you see Sam’s mother coaching soccer and being room parent and running picture day. You figure if you don’t volunteer to do something big - head the PTO, say - Sam’s mom will rule the halls.

Despite societal changes that have fathers playing a more active role in children’s activities, most school volunteers are still mothers, although certainly not all. Fernando U. Donis, a carpenter and father of two girls in East Boston, likes volunteering at his daughters’ school when he’s between jobs. But sometimes, he says, he feels the need to explain why he, and not his wife, who works, is the one pitching in. “I don’t want them to think she’s not taking care of business,’’ Donis said.

There’s a lot of school business to be taken care of. Anecdotal evidence shows that widespread funding cuts have led to reductions in programming and personnel in many districts, says Thomas Scott, executive director of the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents. (The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education doesn’t yet have figures for per-student spending for this year.)

“Everyone is looking for volunteers,’’ said Kim Hunt, president of the Massachusetts Parent Teacher Association. She made an observation that every guilt-ridden slacker parent will recognize as true: “You’ll find it’s the same parents everywhere. They’re helping out with sports, with the open house . . .’’

The most effective way to get people to volunteer, she added, is to ask face-to-face. A personal invitation is harder to turn down than a group e-mail. Carmen Lafontaine, a family community outreach coordinator in East Boston, suggests another method: “You have to have food.’’ And if the bagels and the pleas don’t work, there’s always the element of surprise.

“I got an e-mail from one of the PTO chairs thanking me for volunteering to coordinate the fall picnic,’’ said Lisa Billowitz, a lawyer with two children in the Brookline public schools. “I had no memory of volunteering for the job.’’

She was speaking on a recent evening as she oversaw - you guessed it - the fall picnic.

Billowitz said she did recall a discussion about the difficulty of various school volunteer jobs. “I think I may have nodded in acknowledgment when someone said the fall picnic was the least onerous. Or maybe I did volunteer without realizing it,’’ she said. “That would be like me.’’

However it happened, Billowitz was too embarrassed to opt out, and says she’s already planning to run next year’s event. That means she’s officially crossed the line from askee to asker. “Now that I see how the game is played,’’ she said, “I’m going to start hounding people - early and often.’’
================================================================

Sample #3

Trading puffs for pinches: More students use dip

By Liam O'Flaherty, Issue 26-5, http://thelionsroar.com/article.php?id=5266

As he walked into a freshman house party, Peter* expected to be bombarded with the smell of beer and alcohol. He didn’t expect to find a graveyard of empty Poland Spring bottles, half-filled with a brown liquid. Although the pungent, wintergreen scent was sickening, he took a pinch of tobacco from a borrowed tin. He made a mental note: first, line gum, then, periodically suck saliva between your teeth and spit the residue into an empty bottle.

Peter sat in a dentist’s chair three years later, awaiting a two-hour gum reconstruction, his first of three. But even after hours spent at the dentist and a compromised gum line, Peter still can’t stop. “I’m addicted, I tried to stop, but just couldn’t,” Peter said.

Whether it’s because of the influence of peers, older kids or baseball all-stars, an increasing number of male students are using smokeless tobacco. With cigarette use declining and smokeless tobacco use increasing, statistics show that kids are trading puffs for pinches.

The National Youth Tobacco Survey shows that the percentage of high school males using smokeless tobaccos has increased from 9.9 in 2004 to 13.4 in 2009.

Although 13.4 percent represents a substantial portion of high school boys, some say it is different at South. “Yeah, the majority of the guys I know do it or have done it,” South senior Scott Lueders said. “I would say that the percentage is higher at South.”

Mansour, a cashier at the local Tedeschi, noticed the large amount of tobacco he was selling. “A lot of kids are buying [smokeless tobacco]; we have to restock frequently,” he said.

Despite the growing trend, Drug and Alcohol Counselor Rich Catrambone and Curriculum Coordinator for Health and Wellness Gwen Smith “haven’t noticed the trend.” Catrambone said. “I don’t see it in the halls.”

The reason this trend has been overlooked may be the same reason it has flourished. “[Using smokeless tobacco] is easier to do. There’s no smoke or lingering smell,” senior Vincent* said.

Although the health risks that result from dipping almost equal those of smoking, they are far less known. “Smokeless tobacco is being substituted with the false impression that it’s safer,” Catrambone said.

Smokeless tobacco contains 28 carcinogens, which cause cancer in the oral cavity and pancreas, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported. Use is also associated with recession of the gums, gum disease, tooth decay and leukoplakia, a precancerous lesion in the mouth.

But students still follow role models. Vincent, who has played baseball on various AAU teams and for South, said he started because he “saw older baseball players doing it.”

Vincent, Peter are just some of the many students that have tried dipping to connect with peers, a connection Catrambone believes is partially responsible for use. “Groups of kids that are friends support each other in the habit,” he said.

But for Vincent, the influence of older kids was only part of the reason he started using. “Younger kids seeing players who they idolize [using tobacco], and thinking that it’s cool,” he said. 

Kids of all ages see professional baseball players like 2008 American League MVP Dustin Pedroia, 2006 Home Run Derby winner Ryan Howard or even Red Sox manager Terry Francona using smokeless tobacco.

Although baseball is trying to clean up its image by banning smokeless tobacco in the minor leagues, young baseball fans are influenced from the moment they start watching their favorite major league players chewing tobacco. “Seeing players do it every night makes me think if they don’t have cancer by now then I won’t get it,” Vincent said.

Another aspect that motivates athletes to dip is that, unlike smoking, it does not have cardiovascular effects. John*, a senior and lacrosse player, started smoking this summer. However, when John noticed that immediate effects to his lungs prevented him from participating in athletics, he quickly switched to dipping. “I know the side effects [of dipping], but also that they are not immediately affecting me in sports,” he said.

“Kids do it for the relaxed image that says, I know the side effects, but since they’re not immediately affecting me, I don’t care,” John said.

This attitude, which negates the long-term effects of smokeless tobacco, is one that four-year varsity catcher Lueders fervently disagrees with. Lueders has helplessly watched his older brother struggle with addiction. “He can’t even study without packing a lip; that’s his stress mechanism,” he said. Seeing his brother become addicted to smokeless tobacco has been an eye-opening experience for Lueders, who vows to never try a pinch.

Catrambone recognizes that most don’t have a first-hand look at the effects of dipping. He said education is the next best option. “[South needs] better anti-tobacco programs, resources and funding,” he said.

Gwen Smith, who administers the “At risk” homeroom surveys, agreed. “Vivid knowledge and info is needed to make kids understand how harmful things are to their health,” she said.

By targeting youth education, the anti-tobacco campaign has substantially reduced the number of teen smokers. However, the lack of hard facts about smokeless tobacco has allowed some adolescents to rationalize their use. “Kids take [using smokeless tobacco] lightly because they don’t realize how harmful it is,” Lueders said.

The campaign has been so effective that not only are kids becoming disengaged with smoking, they have developed a stereotypical view of smokers. 

“They’re grimy and gross,” Peter said. This universally accepted stereotype has prevented many would-be smokers from taking their first puff. However, because the equivalent implications are not associated with “dipping,” more high school boys are using smokeless tobacco.

Girls, like Jade*, on the other, hand find it “disgusting.” 

“I wouldn’t kiss a boy who dips.” 

But girls’ repulsion isn’t enough to put boys off from this habit. 

When the materials are easily accessible, as in Peter’s and Vincent’s cases in which their friends provided them the tins, the habit keeps going.

Vincent has already noticed this trend continuing in lower grades and predicts that it will continue even after the infamous “sultans of Skoal” graduate. “A lot of sophomores now pack lips. They got influenced by the older athletes,” Vincent said.

Vincent and Peter have both put off quitting a habit they know is harmful. Peter said he would “quit before college” and Vincent said “cancer would be the only thing that would make me stop.” When asked what advice he would give to future smokeless tobacco users, Peter responded: “Don’t start.”

==========================================================================

Sample #4

	Sample Student Trend Story from a few years ago
	My comments

	Inside the Game: As professional gaming evolves into the mainstream media, students at South experience both the benefits and consequences of playing video games at a competitive level
	

	When senior Kevin Zhu gets onto the field, he feels the pressure of hundreds of eyes on him, and money on the line. When the game begins, that same pressure pushes him to play his best. Zhu, however, isn't a professional athlete in the traditional sense. He is a member of the ever growing world of electronic sports (eSports), or professional video gaming.
	Lead: While not exactly a scene, it’s an image, and there are details. Names are always good. First participant

	"I think eSports is on the rise; there are more people who are watching or playing eSports games," he said. "The exposure of the field [has gotten] bigger." 
	Quotation links image to trend,  brings character to life

	For many students like Zhu, gaming has become more than sitting on the couch with a controller — it has become an interactive, competitive spectator sport. Because of its development into a powerful form of modern media, however, excessive gaming and addiction have led to problems for some devoted gamers.
	Consequence



	ESports companies such as Major League Gaming (MLG) which hosts annual, nationwide tournaments have boomed, developing the cult of professional gaming into a robust, billion-dollar industry. 
	

	According to statistics given by MLG, the broadcaster’s viewership within 18- to 24-year-old males is almost twice that of traditional cable TV networks, such as MTV, FX, Comedy Central and TBS.
	# and specifics give context, but not trend

	At the MLG National Championships held last year in Providence, Rhode Island, the network obtained 241,000 concurrent viewers. Shoutcasters and announcers become minor celebrities in their field and professional players are paid in six figures. 
	# and specifics give context, but not trend

	"These games work because even as a non-player, you can understand and follow the basic action and you identify with the drama implicit in extraordinary feats of human performance," said Sean "Day9" Plott, a widely respected figure in the electronic sports community, in an interview with Forbes Magazine. "In baseball, if you see A-Rod smash a ball hundreds of feet out of the park, you need no further explanation. You are amazed and stunned and thrilled. From there, other spectators or commentators can fill you in on the finer points of the game mechanics and you are hooked. [Esports] isn't much different – it is designed to be visually riveting."
	Expert – not great because it comes from another publication rather than interview, but it’s value outweighs that

	More than a Hobby
	Dividing piece with subtitles helps with organization

	Gamers like Zhu are becoming more and more common as the professional gaming scene developed in recent years. 
	Getting at a trending number

	Zhu said that he has made over $6,000 playing a popular strategy game, “StarCraft II”, competitively in tournaments around New England. For Zhu, the best part of the tournaments he competed in was the opportunity to meet people in the community that he had before only seen online.
	

	"I mainly participate in online tournaments, but I've also traveled to live tournaments, World Cyber Cup Qualifiers and [Major League Gaming] events," he said.  “At [those events], you get to meet personalities who are behind their gamer tags. You’d think gamers are introvert nerds that hide behind the internet, but they’re actually really cool people.”
	Deepening premise 

	Junior Daniel Friedman, who played on a semi-professional Call of Duty team for a year, said he generated revenue a different way: through streaming YouTube videos of himself playing games.
	Second participant, not simply repeating ideas of first

	"One day I bought a capture card that you could record gameplay with, and started recording myself sniping," he said. "This was back in the day when Call of Duty shooting montages were just becoming [mainstream]. I ended up getting over 3,000 viewers on a few of my videos, and suddenly sponsors started talking."  
	

	Friedman said that he received a sponsorship from Turtle Beach, a company that specializes in making gaming headgear, but could not sustain the sponsorship due to academic obligations.
	

	"My grades started falling, and my parents took away my Xbox,” he said. “Once I stopped making videos, there wasn't a point in sponsoring me anymore."
	


	The Dark Side of Gaming
	

	As gaming as a lucrative venture has become widespread, gaming addiction has done the same, especially in countries where gaming is more or less mainstream, such as Japan and South Korea.
	

	According to a survey done by the National Information Society Agency, 14 percent of Koreans ages 9-12 suffer from gaming addiction. Deaths from gaming addiction, while rare, are high profile. According to a CNN piece, "In 2010, a 32-year-old man played the first version of ‘StarCraft’ for so long that he keeled over dead. He was so entranced, according to news reports, he didn't stop for rest for five days. That same year, a 25-year-old woman pleaded guilty to negligent homicide after her infant died while she was playing an online game at a PC bang [internet cafe] — sometimes for 10 hours at a time."
	This seems too far afield to go for statistics, but at least it gives some idea of the health risks

	While the problem is clearly less serious at South, elements of gaming addiction still exist among students.
	And so writer connects it back without saying things are the same here as in that extreme example

	Friedman, however, said that there is a difference between a healthy and an unhealthy form of addiction.
	

	"I believe that everyone to some extent is addicted to something. You can be addicted to reading. It can eat up your time, even if it's good for you. When you're just addicted to the game, there's no goal in mind- you can't justify it," he said. "I think a professional gamer may be to some extent addicted to the game, but it's justifiable — they make money from it."   
	Some complexity

	Senior Evan Feldman said that games have sometimes exacerbated some of his issues with self-purpose.
	Third participant, and he’s different enough to broaden the view

	“I sometimes think, ‘why do I game? To get better; to improve and win. Why do I try to get better? Because it’s something to do.’ I can’t come up with anything else, and it bothers me that I can’t,” he said.
	

	Neurobiology teacher and gamer Jordan Kraus said that there have been kids in her past classes for whom gaming has had a negative impact.
	Local expert, both someone who knows about the activity and  the consequences

	"I have one student who games so much, and along with one other activity, uses up so much time that his academic performance has suffered greatly," she said. "It's sad because I think he's a really smart kid, but games and obligations get in the way."
	

	Zhu and Feldman said that they are not addicted to gaming. They also said, however, that gaming has sometimes wasted more time than previously intended.  
	Complexity of consequence – there are problems even if you aren’t addicted

	"One of the biggest downsides to gaming is time management," Zhu said. "There are plenty of times where I'll be playing games and suddenly think, 'Oh no, it's one in the morning, and I haven't done my homework.’ On the other hand, I always try to put academics first. I’m not taking this professionally as a career, so it’s not that big of a problem."   
	

	“I don’t think I’m addicted,” Feldman said. “I play games for fun, and because they’re fun, I play as much as I can within reason. There are plenty of people who play more, that are worse off than me.”
	

	Feldman's mother, who asked not to be named, disagreed. She said that gaming has put a significant strain on her son’s academic and social life.
	Observer

	"On the weekends, he sometimes plays for 6 to 8 hours ... I think he’s totally addicted, but he does not agree," she said. "He does not remember that he needs to eat: he gets home from school and sits in front of the computer until I get home from work. He is missing meals. He was a big reader, and he read in English and in Russian, but he does not read anymore … He’s not allowed to have his laptop in his bedroom anymore, because otherwise he plays with his friends all night and [doesn’t] sleep."
	Isn’t it strange that we don’t get her first name or at least a “Ms. Feldman?”

	Feldman’s mother said that Feldman’s work ethic does not parallel his potential as a student.
	

	“Sometimes I tell him, ‘You go to school and learn, but you’re not learning up to your abilities, you’re achieving less than your bright mind allows,’” she said. “This is the best time [for him] to learn: when he’s young.”
	


	Why They Game
	

	According to Kraus, neurologically, gaming, like many other activities in life, helps activate a neurological function known as the "reward pathway," which is a special system that releases dopamine, a chemical that induces pleasure, into a gamer's body. 
	Back to the local expert for more insight

	"The same way food, drugs or sex induces the reward pathway, activities like gaming or sports can activate it," she said.  "[And] because the frontal cortex is underdeveloped in teenagers, some kids may choose to play games instead of getting their work done. There could be a kid who decides, 'I'm going to stay up and play games all night instead of studying for my biology test tomorrow,' and that's when it becomes [an addiction]."  
	

	Zhu, however, said that he plays games for self-improvement and for the competition.
	More perspective from the three participants

	"It's great to know that you can beat people who are worse than you," he said.  "It sounds really negative and mean, but when you know you've put so much time into learning a certain skill set, it feels good to test them objectively against someone else."
	

	“The game is built for you to test yourself, to test your specific set of skills,” Friedman agreed. “So many games focus on online, multiplayer, and you've got arena games that are solely online, the people that game in those — they find that competition fun.”
	

	Feldman said that he plays games as a means to get away from the stresses in the real world.
	

	"I mainly game to have something to do that isn't [normal] life," he said. "[In a game] I disappear for a few hours to distract myself from school and life in general."
	

	Zhu admitted that for him, gaming sometimes does not help relieve stress, but instead had the opposite effect.
	

	"There are times where I get really upset over a bad play or a mistake that I made," he said. "At those times, I really have to remind myself that it’s just a game, to not get mad about it. With so many people who you know are better than you, it's really hard to stand out and become professional. "
	

	For Friedman, gaming has always been a mix of entertainment and competition.
	

	"I started gaming for the fun, and I'm always going to game for the fun of it, and not just from the money," he said. "On the other hand, I also game for the competitive aspect. It's the fun of winning, [and] it's the fun of screwing around with your friends and annoying other people, so it's a very wide spectrum."
	

	Kraus said that while she understands why students play games competitively, at such a level, games lose their stress relieving effect.
	Local expert again

	"Once you put money into it, a game doesn't feel like a game anymore," she said. "It becomes a job."  
	

	Despite the stigma around addiction, however, gaming and eSports have become key players in modern media. Kraus said that, if handled well, the benefits of gaming are numerous.
	

	"Through gaming kids who are normally more introverted can develop social skills, Cooperative games teach teamwork and strategy, as well as relieve stress." she said. "Players can also develop indirect skills like hand-eye coordination and reaction time."
	

	Friedman said that ultimately, the ability of a video game to immerse its user in an experience is something no other modern media can accomplish to the same level.
	

	"I grew up in the generation of games, when video games were just getting big. I played [single-player] games on my friend's computer, and every time it was something different," he said. "What drew me into gaming in general was the thought of being able to experience someone else's story in your own individual way."   
	


Multiple approaches - Three participants, one local expert (teacher with expertise; also, participates), one observer (parent), one national expert (quoted from another article

Pro – We get deeper insight from local expert and three participants than in an ordinary story for this assignment. (It’s also longer.)

Con – Because there aren’t more sources gives the impression that the writer waited to last few days, picked his favorite topic, and called three friends and a sympathetic teacher. This is exacerbated by the lack of statistics backing this up as a trend. The assumption that we know about this thing makes it feel insider-y.

Sample #5

	South Students Experience the Turtling Effect
	

	At 7:15 a.m., a boy wearing white Nike sneakers waits by the library entrance, hoping to snatch a computer. Two girls shuffle towards the cafeteria where they plop down onto seats and begin talking animatedly. After five more minutes the building is full of sound and movement. A group of photo kids are comparing cameras. A couple is holding hands, snuggling with each other. A few kids are trying frantically to finish up the homework they forgot to do. Although these students seem very different from each other, they all have one thing in common: their large backpacks. 
	The details set the scene. Though it is overly-long and people aren’t named, this at one end of the Ladder.

	Every day, junior John Deng carries six binders (one for each subject), several folders, pencils, a calculator, a water bottle, and most importantly “those super heavy annoying textbooks.”
	Quotation gives him a voice, brings lead to an end so that he can have 

	However, it is not just Deng who has to bear the burden. According to an online survey taken by 121 South students in November, 87 percent of students feel that their backpacks are too heavy. 
	a transition to the nut graph. The numbers are given proper clarity.

	“The amount of stuff we have to carry is just excessive,” said junior Sam Casler, who carries a backpack weighing 25 pounds and suffers from a mild case of scoliosis, an abnormal curving of the spine.
	Second participant

	“’Cause of my backpack, I feel like I’m turning into an old man, getting more slouched everyday,” said sophomore Albert Lee. 
	Third participant

	The slouching behavior due to heavy backpacks displayed by students at South is what Professor Karen Jacobs, occupational therapist at Boston University, likes to call the “turtling effect”. 
	Expert – There’s a name for it!

	Other than slouching, there are many other health problems overweight backpacks cause such as Musculoskeletal pain, shoulder level shift, lateral deviation of the spine, easy tiredness, numbness/tingling in affected body parts, psychological problems and many more.
	Consequences – this is especially significant for what seems like not that important.

	More than 13,000 children get admitted to the hospital due to backpack-related injuries every year and the number of injuries has been steadily increasing over the recent years, according to a study published in the Archives of Disease and Childhood.
	Medical study lends credence

	 “Kids are growing, putting such a heavy load onto their backs will cause their spinal cord to compress which will obviously leads to back problems,” said Biology teacher Jordan Kraus. “It is definitely an issue that often gets overlooked.”
	Second Expert

	In 2010, a study published in Medscape News, concerning the effect of backpacks on the Lumbar spine in children reported that increasing backpack loads significantly compressed disc heights in the Lumber spine.
	Another medical study

	At South, backpacks have not caused any serious injuries but there are students with scoliosis, which can be worsened by heavy backpacks, according to Gail Kramer, a school nurse.
	Third expert

	The authors of the Lumbar spine study and orthopedic specialists at the Children’s Hospital in Boston conclude that people should carry at most 10% of their body weight on their backs. 
	

	South students carry more weight than they should. According to the online survey taken by South students, students are carrying an average weight of 17 to 20 pounds and the average weight of South students is 121 to 150 pounds. Theoretically, if they were to carry 10% of their body weight, the average South student should carry a maximum of 12.1 to 15 pound backpacks. 
	Back to the local trend – the study wasn’t scientific, but it tells us a lot.

	“Teachers often joke that students nowadays look like beach turtles, since they are so small yet their backpacks are so large,” said Kraus. 
	More from the experts

	Jacobs concludes in her study that in the U.S., roughly 40 million children carry their school materials in backpacks, which might be putting the nation’s students at risk by causing long-term damage to their growing bodies. “If we look at adults who have back problems you can typically trace that back issue to when they were a child,” said Jacobs.
	More from the experts

	Many students feel their backpacks just seem uncomfortable and annoying, not so much dangerous or a serious issue. Jacob argues that it may only be discomfort now but “discomfort if left untreated could move on to something else.”
	

	Junior Jack Rice has spondylolisthesis, a back problem that causes the lower part of the spine to not be in its proper position. “My family has a history of back problems. My older brother broke seven bones over time in his back partially due to carrying a large backpack,” he said. Because of this, Rice takes extra precautions such as going to see a special back doctor and making sure his backpack load is light.
	Participant

	Jacobs urges students to “take preventative strategies so that students aren’t predisposed to develop these back injuries.”
	

	Jacobs suggests for students to find a backpack that is right for them. “A lot of times students are wearing backpacks that don’t fit them. You really need to try on many different backpacks to make sure that they have all the features that you need,” said Jacobs. She suggests that students get backpacks with padded shoulder straps, a hip strap, and a chest strap for evenly distributing the weight. She also suggests students not buy a bag with too many compartments because the more compartments the more it gets filled up. 
	

	Senior Livia Graf suggests that students bring one big binder with separate compartments for each subject rather than separate binders. “My backpack was about fifteen pounds and now it is only five pounds,” said Graf.
	Bystander - peer

	Several students complained that it is the textbooks that are making the backpacks extremely heavy. Sophomore Albert Lee wants more textbooks in public places such as the library so that students don’t have to lug around textbooks to do their work.
	Deeper with previously-quoted participant

	With new technology, junior Jared Frankston wants things the be digitalized that way all he would have to carry is his five pound laptop.
	2nd bystander

	Junior Tony Yao is one of the few South students who use his locker. He believes that by utilizing his locker he doesn’t need to carry unnecessary things around. Jacobs also is “a big advocate of just bringing to class what you really need. If lockers would allow you to do that then it is a viable solution.”
	3rd bystander

	The problem with lockers is that only 19.3 percent of South students actually use their lockers, according to the South poll. “I just don’t use my locker. They are tiny and don’t fit anything and are just hard to get to,” said Lee.
	

	 “The five minute passing time is just not enough. I can hardly get to class lugging around this [backpack] let alone run to the 6000s to my locker,” said Deng.
	

	“The problem with overloaded backpacks has always been there,” said Kramer. “There really isn’t anything we [the school] can do about it.”
	

	Others, like Dr. Kapila Jayaratne, a community physician involved in the Sri Lankan Ministry of Health, believes that the issue of overloaded backpacks cannot simply be solved through students.
	Another expert

	 In 2011, Jayaratne designed a healthy model of a backpack in accordance with ergonomic standards. Working with the Sri Lankan government, he led a national campaign to popularize and adopt this new model of backpack. As a result four million children benefited, according the Sri Lanka Bureau of Public Health.
	

	Schools in China offer a different way to deal with overloaded backpacks. “We just stay in one classroom so we do not have to carry our backpacks full of books around with us like we have to do here,” said freshmen Tim He, a Chinese exchange student from Jingshan.
	Makes use of local people who know other places

	Some schools in the US have even banned the use of backpacks due to health concerns. In 2011, Fargo Public Schools in North Dakota banned backpacks because “the amount of weight that kids are carrying in their backpacks is inappropriate for their developmental stage and bone structure,” said Nancy Jordheim, assistant superintendent of Fargo Public Schools. Jackson High School in Michigan, Keller Junior High in Chicago, Orange County schools in Florida and many other schools have created this trend of backpack banning in order to try and solve the problem of over weight backpacks.
	Examples at other schools – evidence of this being larger than just South

	Many interviewed South students also feel that new administrative measures should be taken to prevent overloaded backpacks. 
	

	“[The problem of overloading backpacks] is a conversation teachers, administrators and students should have with each other,” said Jacob.
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Trend Story: Brainstorming
Start thinking of ideas about which you’d like to write. Find something that seems to be happening more and more often, and then you will write a story exploring and explaining the trend, why it happens, its implications, etc. Trends could be very localized – “X is happening more and more at South” – or broad – “X is happening more and more among teens in general.” Usually, you’re better off the more specific you are, and for this assignment I’m asking you to work on a smaller scale and stay local.

Brainstorm a bit. Fill out this form. Try to have at least five ideas. 
EXAMPLES

	I see this happening more and more (Or, is it happening more and more?):
	People I could talk to:

Names! (but if you don’t know them, titles and professions are fine)
	Pro/cons of trying to write about this idea: 



	1.  

South students are dipping/chewing tobacco  (maybe just student athletes?)

	- I’d change the names, in the story, but I know three South baseball players and two other guys who dip

- A girl I know who doesn’t dip but dated a guy who does

- Dr. Smith, my dentist 

- Rich Catrambone, school intervention/prevention counselor

- Professor of public health policy at local med school
	Pro

- I see it, and I know the people who do it would talk to me

- It seems strange/low class, so I think it would get a reaction from people

Con

- I don’t know yet if it is a fad or trend at South and if I can get a big enough sample size

- I don’t know if it is happening outside of South/Newton


	I see this happening more and more (Or, is it happening more and more?) :
	People I could talk to:

Names! (but if you don’t know them, titles and professions are fine)
	Pro/cons of trying to write about this idea: 



	2.  

More HS seniors are changing their names on FaceBook when applying to college to hide their pages from admissions offices

	- 5 of my South friends who’ve done this

- my friend’s mom, who told her daughter to do this

- Barbra Brown, NSHS College Counselor

- college counselor at North

- Aaron Lewis, my guidance counselor

- Admissions officers at three local universities 
	Pro

- new/relevant since colleges are doing this more and more

- saw article on this in Globe, so I know it is happening beyond me and my friends

Con

- is it so new I can’t establish as trend?

- is there any way to quantify this? if not, can I say it’s a trend?


NOW, YOU TRY BELOW AND ON THE BACK:

	I see this happening more and more (Or, is it happening more and more?) :
	People I could talk to:

Names! (but if you don’t know them, titles and professions are fine)
	Pro/cons of trying to write about this idea: 



	1.  


	-

-

-

-

-
	Pro

- 

- 

Con

- 

- 




	I see this happening more and more (Or, is it happening more and more?) :
	People I could talk to:

Names! (but if you don’t know them, titles and professions are fine)
	Pro/cons of trying to write about this idea: 



	2.  


	-

-

-

-
-
	Pro

- 

- 

Con

- 

- 


	I see this happening more and more (Or, is it happening more and more?) :
	People I could talk to:

Names! (but if you don’t know them, titles and professions are fine)
	Pro/cons of trying to write about this idea: 



	3.  


	-

-

-

-

-
	Pro

- 

- 

Con

- 

- 


	I see this happening more and more (Or, is it happening more and more?) :
	People I could talk to:

Names! (but if you don’t know them, titles and professions are fine)
	Pro/cons of trying to write about this idea: 



	4.  


	-

-

-

-

-
	Pro

- 

- 

Con

- 

- 


	I see this happening more and more (Or, is it happening more and more?) :
	People I could talk to:

Names! (but if you don’t know them, titles and professions are fine)
	Pro/cons of trying to write about this idea: 



	5. 


	-

-

-

-

-
	Pro

- 

- 

Con

- 

- 


	I see this happening more and more (Or, is it happening more and more?) :
	People I could talk to:

Names! (but if you don’t know them, titles and professions are fine)
	Pro/cons of trying to write about this idea: 



	6.  


	-

-

-

-

-
	Pro

- 

- 

Con

- 

- 


	I see this happening more and more (Or, is it happening more and more?) :
	People I could talk to:

Names! (but if you don’t know them, titles and professions are fine)
	Pro/cons of trying to write about this idea: 



	7. 


	-

-

-

-

-
	Pro

- 

- 

Con

- 

- 
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