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Trend Story Proposal – Due: 






It really pays off with this assignment to frontload. The more work you can do here – the number of sources and paths you can identify, the more details you can get now about potential sources, the more sites you can start to rack up – the better. (This copy is for you to mark up. When the proposal is due, you’ll upload it to your Google folder.)
IDEAS

What is the trend you hope to write about?

How will you substantiate it? How do we know it’s a real trend? 

POSSIBLE SOURCES

Background: 




















































Expert: 





















































Players/Involved Persons: 


















































Observer/Non-involved Persons: 

















































Trend Reporting Plan

Story idea: 

































































Reporting the story – The space below is for things you can name, as in you’ve already identified the reading, the people. etc. If you can’t name the answers to the following, you should take the hint that you need to do that work and then fill it in. 
Step 1 - The Outer Circle - Background. What information is there to read about this topic? (You don’t have to have read this, but, if you have, indicate what info you’ve found.)
Step 2 - The Middle Circle - Informational interviews. Who can you talk to who might give you informal, basic information about your topic?
Step 3 - The Innermost Circle - Central interviews. With which sources do you need to set up formal interviews with? 

	Questions Readers Will Ask
	Where will you go/who will you interview to answer that question?

	1. Why Should I Care? (more detailed question in this spirit)
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What else? What do you know about this topic? What are you hoping to learn? What questions/concerns do you have? This could be specific to your story or about reporting or this style of story. Or it could be about something else that you need to figure out. Putting these questions and nebulous areas in writing sometimes helps you to start to figure them out. Also, it can be a jumping-off point for a class discussion or one-on-one meeting with your teacher or a librarian. Stoics don’t impress me. Be honest about what you think you know and what you think you don’t.

