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Trend Story Progress Report
The purpose of this form is to keep track of your own progress and to keep me up-to-date on what you’ve been doing. As you put in information here, you can refer to other documents. For instance, if you interview someone and have a big document full of your questions and notes, you can make an initial record of it here and then write  see document in this folder entitled ‘Trend.JohnsonInterview.Notes.doc.’
Make sure to attach a date to everything you put in here so that we can be clear on what you did when.

I. Trend  
a) Sum up your trend in a statement. 




















b) How are you quantifying this as a trend? (locally and nationally) 
















c) What’s causing this trend? If there is more than one theory, supply each. 



























d) So what? What’s the consequence of this trend? If there is more than one theory, supply each.
II. Questions

You need a long list of questions from which to draw – for research and interviews – and you need to ask them of all the different kinds of sources. You should have some direction to them, though, and have particular sources in mind for each question. Start a list here, then create a plan for info-gathering, interviewing, drafting, and then another round of info-gathering, interviewing, and drafting.

	Questions The Story Should Answer
	Who can answer them? 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


III. Interviews – copy-and-paste this template for each interview and fill it in

Interview # 

Who: (1st & last name) 







Why: (participant, observer, person affected, expert on people, expert on some other element of the trend, background, etc.) 









How: (in-person, phone, email, etc.) 








When: (Date and time) 










What you got out of it: (not a transcript; one or two interesting quotations / pieces of vital info) 
If you were to re-interview this person, what new questions would you ask?  



























IV. Research – copy-and-paste this template for each source
Source # 

Name of source: 







Web address: (if applicable): 





















What you got out of it: (not a summary of the entire thing; one or two interesting/vital items)

V. What’s next?

Don’t erase or delete anything from this section, but do indicate when you’ve completed each step you set out here. How many more interviews, and of what kind, do you need to set up? When will you do that? When do you plan to talk to librarians about some academic research? When will you type up and analyze your notes from interviews (and from which ones)? What are the next steps you know you need to take in order to write a rough draft? A final draft? With each thing you write here, be as specific as possible. 

VI. When: Keepin’ it real
Consider your life. When will you take these steps? (For instance, if you have poop-ton of work to do for a Chemistry test on Tuesday, don’t plan to do much drafting on Monday evening. An away soccer game Wednesday? The SATs on Saturday? A college visit? A Fantasy Football nerd-o-rama?) Feel free to fill in obligations outside of this class so that you get a realistic picture of when you need to do what. (I don’t need you to reveal personal information. You can just block off the realistic amount of time you will be otherwise occupied.)
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday / Sunday

	Oct 19


	20


	21


	22


	23


	24/25


	26


	27


	28


	29

Due: Rough Draft 
	30


	31/1


	Nov 2


	3


	4


	6


	7


	8/9


	9
	Term I ends 10

Due: Final Draft
	
	
	
	


